The Cardinal Comet

CARDINAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

From the Desk of Dr. Shekleton

First, I wish to thank everyone for the understanding

that has been exhibited because of the late starts and
school cancellations. So far we have eight days of school
to make-up. By the time you read this newsletter, the
Board will have made a decision on how to schedule and
make-up the days. My recommendation to the Board
consists of shortening up spring break and moving several
Professional Development Days for certiyed staff. In
addition to the changing of days or adding days to the end
of the calendar, the Department of Education (DE) will
allow us to add up to 30 minutes per day to make up time.
The DE does not allow missed snow days to be made up
in this manner unless most school in the state have large
numbers of days to make up. The day that is to be made up
through the process will be the equivalent of 5.5 hours, so
eleven extended days will make up one missed snow day. |
do realize that extending the school day by 30 minutes per
day is difycult on families and in particular the younger
students. 1 also know that an extended school day will

be more difycult for the younger students than for older
students. Certiyed staff will take this issue into account
with the extended day. The information concerning how we
will make up days will be posted on the District website.

I would like to thank all the support staff members that
have helped with snow removal and making adjustments

in their schedules to be able to provide services so we can
have school. Mr. Essary has been out at the campus as early
as 3:30 am to plow snow. Dawn, Steve, Terri, Sheena, Kim
and Les of the custodial crew have helped move snow and
kept the buildings warm and clean. The bus drivers Tom,
Butch, Norma, Frank, Ron, Margaret, Larry, Danny, Lisa,
and Tom have done a fantastic job of transporting students
safely over less than desirable roads and weather extremes.
The cooks Shelly, Terri, Rozi, Kate, Sharon, and Shireen
have had to adjust meals as often as we have had to adjust
schedules and still served wonderful meals. The secretaries
Winnie, Mary Lynne and Christina have done a great job of
keeping track of students and staff and making sure that the
days go by as smoothly as possible. Lastly, to Mr. Fetter for
rescheduling the games that were lost due to weather.

The District website has been updated and we will
continue to revise and adjust the website to meet our

needs. | would like to give credit to Mr. Matt Strom for the
improvements on the site. As a patron if you wish to see
something on the site please let me know and I will see if
we can accommodate the request. It would be helpful if
you sent me the URL (web address) so | could look at the
request on the other website. Further updates that we are
planning include Board policies posted on the webpage and
a format change that will allow us to show what is posted
under the different links.

Please note that we have had a problem with drivers
passing the busses when they are unloading at the
buildings. The bus drivers will be extending the stop arms
of the bus and pashing the warning signals. When the stop
arms and lights are activated, you should not pass the bus
because it signiyes that students are loading or unloading.
The safety of someone’s child is a risk if you pass a bus
with the stop arm extended. PLEASE DO NOT PASS THE
BUSES IF THE STOP ARM IS EXTENDED or you may
be turned in the sheriff’s department. | have checked with
the lowa State Patrol and was told that if you pass a school
bus with arm extended and lights pashing, you could be
yned up to $195.00 dollars in ynes plus court costs. The
charge would be considered a moving violation and could
raise your insurance rates. When reviewing trafyc patterns
at the circle drive at the secondary building these same
rules apply. We do not expect to have vehicles use the drive
during drop-off or pick-up times.

The District Advisory Committee met on February 1, 2010.
The evening was spent discussing the updating of our
District mission statement.

Some of the yrst round suggestions included:
A Quality education for all students

A Cardinal Offers Meaningful Education Towards
Supporting Life Long Achievers (COMETS) (Acrostic
Poem)

A We, at Cardinal Community School District, through
the effort of staff, parents, and students and community
will provide all students with the education and skills
necessary to be successful life-long learners in a safe and
positive environment
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A Provide a unique education for todayds learners in a
global society

A Cardinal, reach all, teach all

A Equip students for life-long learning through lesson in
academics, accountability, and attitude

A We at Cardinal Reach all, Teach all!
A We are Cardinal Believe it, Achieve it!

A Cardinal Offers Meaningful Education to Support Life-
Long Learning!

A Unique Educations for a Global Society

The mission statement describes the overall purpose of
the organization and tells the public what we promote as a
District. The next two District Advisory Meetings will be
February 22nd at 6:30 p.m. and March 15th at 6:30 p.m.

The 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) Mathematics Assessment results were recently
released. Cardinal students were tested at grade four, grade
eight, and grade twelve. The average score of both fourth-
grade and eighth-grade students in lowa for 2009 (243

and 284) was statistically higher than the national public
average scores (239 and 282). lowa studentst average
scores were not different from lowa’s average scores in
2007, but were signiycantly higher than in 1992. The
NAEP 2009 reading results are expected in April 2010,
and the 2009 science results are to follow probably June or
July. Grade 12 results will be released later in 2010.

Senator Becky Schmitz stopped by to visit on Friday,
February 12, 2010. She gave the administrators an update
of legislative issues affecting schools and an update on
the state budget. Please feel free to contact me if you have
issues with the operations of the District.

Think spring!

Dr. Frank Shekleton, Superintendent
Cardinal Community School District

The mission of the Cardinal Community School is to foster an enriching environment
and channel the energies of students to achieve their fullest potential.
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From the Desk of Activities Director Mr. Fetter

| have been at Cardinal for some time now. | assumed the responsibilities of basketball

coach many of those years. In all of those years | can’t remember having but a handful of
cancellations. My recollection is that of a few cancellations in a time span of several years. In
the three years that | have served this district as Activities Director it has been a bit ridiculous,
not to mention quite challenging! What concerns me most about it is not ynding a date to
reschedule, and the students lose that opportunity to compete. | am especially concerned about
it at the junior high level. They have a limited number of practices and contests to begin with.
Fortunately, we have found a remedy for most of mother nature’s persistence.

The winter seasons are over and we are moving on to the spring sports soon. Congratulations
to the winter season coaches and athletes for their efforts and determination. Although success
is generally measured by wins and losses, | witnessed signiycant improvement by most of the
kids. The disruption of weather, injuries and new coaches presented challenges to our teams. |
believe the coaches and players battled through it to the best of their ability.

To honor our winter student athletes we will have a Winter Sports Banquet sponsored by the
A-Club on March 15th starting at 6:30 pm. The calendar says 6:00 pm, but we have adjusted
the time to be more convenient to parents working daytime hours. It will have the same
format as the Fall Banquet with a potluck dinner followed by coaches passing out season
awards. We look forward to seeing everyone there!

Speaking of spring sports, the next sport to get rolling will be track. If high school teams
haven’t begun practices by the time this letter is out, it won’t be long. Mrs. Albert and Mr. Hill
will lead the girls and boys teams this season with help from assistant Mr. Loerzel. Middle
School track will likely start their practices late in March. The yrst outdoor meet for the high
school teams is scheduled for April 5th at Davis County. Middle school track teams open up
on April 16th at WACO.

I would like to take a moment to thank all of the people that helped with the winter activities.
Each season is somewhat unique in the number of helpers needed and the tasks that need to
be done. FFA and Junior Class students and sponsors ran the concessions and gate collections,
doing a terriyc job! Mr. Strom, Mrs. Fetter, Ms. Fulton and Mr. Cutsforth took care of the
scoreboard for us. Kenny Kildow kept the scorebook most nights for varsity games. | always
appreciate the work of the custodial staff setting up the gyms and tearing it down for practices,
then doing it again! It gets to be a tedious task at times and they are busy with numerous other
tasks. If I left someone out, | apologize. Thanks to all for helping things run as smoothly as
possible this season.

As the spring track season approaches | will be looking for help to run the track meets. If
anyone would be interested in volunteering to help, feel free to contact me. Typically we need
timers, hurdle setters, and yeld event workers to name a few. Check the newsletter contact
page for my email or feel free call the school and leave a message if | am not available.

Before the track meets begin, there are other events going on that involve students. Quiz bowl
members will be in action March 1st and March 23rd. Conference Band and Vocal Festivals
are scheduled for March 11th and March 16th. Jazz Band members will have a performance
March 18th in the high school gym. March 26-27 will bring us the high school play. On the
following Tuesday Caf® Musicale will take place. Things arendt slowing down too much!

I hope many of our patrons are visiting our athletic website. If not, please go to www.
gocomets.ihigh.com to read articles, watch archived videos, view pictures and more. | ask that
you get as many people as you can to visit the site each month. If we get 1000 unique visitors
each month January through May we can earn extra revenue for our athletic programs! You
can be a unique visitor each month. Tell everyone you know to hit our site!

I hope the weather breaks soon and we get a nice spring thaw. It would be nice to get outside
and breathe some fresh air. | am sure we are all ready for it!

The Star of the Team is the Team!

Jump Rope For Heart Is Back
For Elementary Students!

Excitement is growing as we prepare for Jump Rope For Heart in the elementary school.
Cardinal Elementary students participated in this event two years ago, so it’s time to
bring it back! Elementary students in grades one through yve have been working on their
sponsor/pledge forms to see if they can reach their goals. At the elementary each class
has a goal of $350. That amounts to a school-wide goal of $3150.

Elementary students received their forms and materials on February 22nd and are
preparing for the week of March 8th when they will perform jumping activities during
their PE times. Recently they have been doing jump rope activities as part of a unit in
PE.

Students will have the opportunity to earn gifts/prizes based on the amount of donations
from their pledges/sponsors. There is an online aspect to the program also. Information
regarding that is included in the student materials.

Many people may wonder why Cardinal is involved in this program. This event is
sponsored by the American Heart Association. Funds raised through Jump Rope For
Heart are used to further research for heart related illnesses. | recently received a letter
from a researcher that has been making signiycant progress in curing pulmonary arterial
hypertension thanks to money raised through this program. Every dollar makes a
difference! The life you save may be your own or that of someone you know.

Check upcoming newsletters to see how much we will be donating to the American
Heart Association!

Mandatory Dental Screening for Students

Legislation was passed in lowa effective July 1, 2008, requiring all Kindergarten, 9th
grade, and out of state transfer students to provide evidence of having had a dental
screening during the past year. A dental screening for this year’s students could have
occurred any time after August 4th, 2010.

Please have your dentist complete the dental screening form that was sent home this fall
and return it to the school ofyce as soon as possible if you havendt already done so. The
state Certiycate of Dental Screening form is also available in the Elementary or Middle/
High School ofyces.

2009-2010 Kindergarten & 9th Grade Dental Screening Requirement

Students enrolling in kindergarten or 9th grade for the 2011-2012 school year will be
required to provide evidence of dental screening. Be sure to make a dental appointment
for your child and have your dentist complete the required dental screening form. Again
you can pick up a form in the Elementary or Middle/High school ofyces.

Mandatory Lead Screening

All students enrolling in kindergarten are required to have had a blood test for exposure
to lead. Ideally, this should be done before age 2, but if it has not been done, check with
your child’s doctor about having a lead screening.

Substitutes Needed

Cardinal Community School District is looking for substitute cooks, teacher aides and
bus drivers. If you are interested please go to our website at www.cardinalcomet.com
and click the éemployment opportunitiesé link. You will ynd an application that you may
download and return to the school. If you do not have computer access please stop in the
business ofyce and complete and application.
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Prom Rules and Regulations 2010

Date and Time:

Prom: Saturday, April 17th

11:30 to midnight
ALL JUNIORS ARE EXPECTED TO HELP IN THE CLEANUP

In MS gym and cafeteria
Midnight-??

Junior clean up:

After prom:

Prom Tickets

All juniors and seniors in good standing academically, behaviorally, and attendance-wise are eligible for prom. They must sign up and
get a ticket in the ofyce to be admitted to prom. Freshman, sophomores and dates from other schools must complete the prom guest
registration form and be approved by Mrs. Swanson or Mr. Campbell prior to receiving a prom ticket. The tickets must be presented to
the prom chaperones prior to entering the dance.

Prom Guest Guidelines

You may bring a student from another school, a person under 20 years of age, or a CHS freshman or sophomore. The guest registration
form must be completed and approved by Mrs. Swanson or Mr. Campbell.

Prom Attire
Boys must wear a suit, dress pants and a coat and tie, or a tuxedo appropriate for a formal occasion.

Girls must wear a formal or semi-formal dress. No dress, which is too low cut in the chest, back and side areas, and exposes the waist
or midriff, will be acceptable. Exceptions may be made for the 2008 prom due to late notiycation, but attire that is too revealing will
not be allowed. It is a formal school dance.

Tennis shoes or Flip Flops are not considered formal dress and may not be worn. Following Grand March, more comfortable shoes
may be worn. No hats or head gear will be allowed.

Chaperones and administration will have the ynal say on the appropriateness of your attire. If you are in doubt as to whether an item of
clothing will be allowed, do not wear it. This isa FORMAL EVENT. If you have any questions give Mrs. Swanson or Mr. Campbell a
call at (641) 652-7531.

Valet Parking

All students attending the prom will use valet parking at the south end of the high school in the front of the building. Students should
arrive for the Grand March by 7:30 p.m. All students who plan on attending the prom need to arrive for the event by 8:30 p.m. No one
will be allowed to enter after 8:30 p.m. unless prior arrangements have been made with the administration.

Grand March Guidelines

All students participating in the Grand March need to be here by 7:30 p.m. Those attending will be issued a number for their order in
the march. At approximately 7:40 p.m., the Grand March will start. Prom Court will be introduced last in the procession. Coronation
will immediately follow the Grand March.

Admission to Grand March

Each junior and senior will be given four (4) tickets to give to family members for admission to the Grand March. All other people
must pay $1.00 for admission to the Grand March. All proceeds will go to the junior class.

Spectator Guidelines for the Grand March

All juniors and seniors will be given four (4) tickets to the event for their family members and friends. Anyone who does not have

a ticket can purchase a ticket at the door for $1.00. Visitors for the Grand March must park in the back parking lot west of the
gymnasium. Visitors will be seated from 7:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. No one will be allowed to enter after the Grand March begins.
Spectators are asked to leave immediately following the announcement of the King and Queen. Please remember, that this is a formal
event and your assistance in making this a positive memory for our students is greatly appreciated.

Open Enrollment

(Deadline for the 2010-2011 school year
is March 1, 2010 for 1st through 12th
grade and September 1, 2010 for incoming
Kindergartners)

Parents/guardians considering the use of
the open enrollment option to enroll their
child(ren) into another public school district
in the state of lowa should be aware of the
following dates:

March 1, 2010 will be the last date for
regular open enrollment requests for the
2010-2011 school year unless the reason for
late yling qualiyes for figood causeo. iGood
cause0d means a change in the status of a
child’s resident district for any of the reasons
listed below.

Reason:
AFamily moved to a new district of residence

AChange in the marital status of the studentts
parents

APlacement of the student into foster care
resulting in new resident district

A Adoption resulting in new resident district
AParticipation in a foreign exchange program

AParticipation in a substance abuse or mental
health treatment program resulting in new
resident district

AFailure of negotiations for reorganization or
rejection of proposed reorganization plan

A Loss of accreditation of revocation of a
charter school contract*

ASevere health and/or pervasive
harassment**

On or before September 1, 2010 for
kindergarten students for the 2010-2011
school year. Parents should be aware that
open enrollment may result in the loss of
athletic eligibility. For further details, contact
Sherry VanBlaricom in the Superintendent’s
ofyce at 641-652-7531 or 641-937-5266.
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From the Desk of Elementary School
Principal Kerry Phillips

Spring surely has to be around the corner. This winter has been very
brutal and trying for everyone. The students have spent many recesses
inside due to the cold temperatures. | know they yearn for warmth,
sunshine, green grass, and some fresh air. Daylight Saving Time
begins on March 14th. That is just another sign that spring is close to
returning.

Parent Teacher Conferences will be held at Cardinal Elementary on
Tuesday, March 2nd from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and on Thursday,
March 4th from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. We are offering a light meal
and free daycare that evening for those in attendance. Please plan on
attending conferences during your scheduled time. It is very important
to your student to know you value them and their education. Parent
involvement in the education of their children enriches the educational
experience and boosts student achievement. Elementary teachers
enjoy meeting and connecting with parents during conferences; it is a
wonderful opportunity to hear great things about your student.

School bus safety and rules are discussed with students at the
elementary each year. However, please discuss this with your children
at home. It is important that students realize how dangerous it can be to
themselves and others when they do not follow the rules on a bus. The
bus drivers are a hard working group who complete a difycult task each
day. They take on the great responsibility of transporting our children to
and from school safely each day. Please support them by visiting with
your student about the importance of following the rules on the bus.

Bus buddy program begins. High school students who are in good
standing academically and behaviorally at the school and on the bus
may earn community service hours by sitting with younger students
during their bus route. They will remind the younger students of the
bus rules and help redirect them when they forget. | am sure friendships
will develop between these students that will not soon be forgotten. If
you are interested in being a bus buddy, please contact Mrs. Swanson
or Mrs. Andersen.

The lowan highlights Cardinal Community School District in a recent
issue. We are very fortunate to have many wonderful teachers at our
school. However, Mrs. Tina Denly recently received well-deserved
recognition of her art program in January/February edition of The
lowan. A few years ago she began taking students to the Gothic Center
in Eldon for an art yeld trip each spring. With such a wonderful facility
so close to our school, Mrs. Denly is able to take groups of students
each morning for an entire week on these educational outings with little
expense. Under the guidance of Mrs. Denly, | have seen our students
create wonderful art projects.

Thank you once again for sending your children to Cardinal Elementary
School. We have a great school and wonderful students. I am very
proud of our teachers for all the hard work they have done this year to
beneyt Cardinal Elementary students. Please do not hesitate to contact
me if you ever have any questions or concerns.

Kids Come First at Cardinal Elementary!

Elementary Computer
& Library News

Submitted by Cassandra Bloomquist

I guess having all of this bad weather can be helpful,
at times, as witnessed at our last Accelerated Reader
Assembly at the elementary. Since it has been

so cold and snowy outside our students put all

that extra time to good use and did very well

on meeting their goals this last semester. We Cj
actually had yve students that read at 100%

accuracy during one of the quarters of the semester

— that means that they never missed any questions during the

whole quarter as they took their AR tests. Also, speaking of reading

accuracy; our whole elementary has been reading at an average of 90.4%. That is
quite an accomplishment for the students to do and we were all very proud of them!

Quick reminder to everyone that we are having our bookfair at the elementary the yrst week of this month.
Please come out and see the wide variety of books that we offer. Most of our books are also AR books, so

when you purchase these books for your children they will be able to read these and test over them during

their AR times at school.

Last month kept us very busy at the Elementary. It was the end of another quarter and also the end of our
yrst semester. That always seems to catch some of our little procrastinators off guard (I am sure that none of
you adults have any idea what being a procrastinator means), but with a little hard work at the end, most of
our students always seem to be able to make their goals. Our change back to quarters have thrown some of
our students off this year, though, because they were used to having more days to read when our year was
divided up into trimesters. | think everyone ynally seems to be getting adjusted to the change, though.

We actually have quite a few of our elementary students that like to read nonyction books. These are books
that contain real information on a wide range of things and people. For instance, we recently have had some
historical ygures, such as Martin Luther King, JR, Abraham Lincoln and George Washington, have their
birthdays. I pull books off our shelves and place them on our library tables so students can easily see what
we have to offer on these subjects in case they want to check these books out. They really seem to love
reading these books, which is a great thing because they are not only improving their reading skills, but also
learning a part of history. | think that is wonderful, as AR tests on nonyction books are harder than our yction
books, but that doesn’t seem to stop them from wanting to read these books.

I also would like to let everyone know that our Spring Bookfair will be coming up on March 2 and March 4.
Please come out and see our wide selection of books that will be offered. It is open to the public — you don’t
have to have a student that goes to school here in order to be able to purchase a book. You can buy a book for
any young person you know.

PTO Update

PTO will donate $100.00 to the After Prom Committee.

There will be a Book Fair during Grandparentés Week of March 1st-4th.

The Carnival is still scheduled for March 20, 2010. PTO is still looking for volunteers. Games will include
but not limited to: Fortune Telling by Mr. Phillips, Pirates Chest game, Dinosaur Dig (for the younger
crowd), Surprise Wall, Basketball Hoop, BINGO, Lollipop Tree and Tic-Tac- Toe board, Balloon Dart game,
helium balloons, concession stand, cotton candy machine basket auction and Dizzy the Clown and Barnyard
Bill will also be available. Also possible jump houses from Jumping Jims.

Remember that the Box Top Contest is still under way. Please support your kids and send in those box tops.
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Pizza Ranch and help support the Cardinal Elementary students.

Dates are as follows:

March 8th - Mr. Cutsforth’s 5th grade class
March 15th - Mrs. Ghents 4th grade class
March 29th - Mr. Munson’s 5th grade class

The Cardinal Elementary 4th and 5th grade classes will be fijob shadowingo at Pizza Ranch in Fairyeld, lowa as a
fundraiser to help with the cost of class trips. Students will be cleaning off tables and waiting on people that come
to eat. Each class will receive 10% of the total sales for the night. Come on out for a fun ylled night at the

There will not be a fundraiser night on March 22 because of the Elementary Vocal
Concert at 6:30PM that night. Look for more dates to be scheduled in April.

o
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Elementary Title | Submitted by Mrs. Swope and Ms. Krekel
Dictionary skills are important for your child to know. Your child needs to know how to use a dictionary

as a reference tool. During their life they will need to be able to alphabetize, pronounce, and ynd the
deynitions of words. Even in this day and age of computers, the use of a dictionary is still important to your
child. Help your child build dictionary skills and build vocabulary by having a word race. Give your child
a few words to look up in the dictionary and see how fast they can ynd them. Pick a word of the week that
you know would be unfamiliar to your child. Have them ynd the deynition and challenge them to use it as
often as possible during the week. Try mixing up deynitions and see if your child can put the correct words
with the correct meanings. Make learning dictionary skills fun. You never know when you might need to
use this important skill.

Art News

Wow it has been difycult getting projects complete. Most of the Elementary students are completing in the
area of clay. Kindergarten created a snowman, First Grade a pinch pot, Second Grade a clay horse sculpture,
Third Grade a coil pot, Fourth Grade a slab pot and Fifth Grade are working on a clay mask.

Submitted by Mrs. Denly

The High School and Middle School are settling into their new classes. Please remember that you should
check their daily progress with the use of their computers. They should be photographing for you each day
of progress. | also sent out letters to parents that needed to be signed and returned that explained about each
class.

I hope you were lucky to have been subscribed to the lowan magazine as we had a very nice article about
our school in it. For those of you that are not subscribed, the article featured the Gothic House and studentts
involvement with it. Right now plans are underway for all Elementary students to visit it in May. If you
have an Elementary student information will be coming out at a later date.

High School students are preparing for the Conference Art Show. Plans are underway for this contest and
workshop day. At this time some of Cardinal students will be going in March.

From the Desk of Erin Franklin,
High School Student Council

The Cardinal High School Student Council will be hosting a Pennies

For Patients Campaign in March. We will kick off our campaign with

an assembly on March 10th at 1:00 in the HS gym. Pennies for Patients
is sponsored by the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society to raise funds to
help ynd cures for blood cancers and support patients and families. Last
year 24,500 schools participated, raising $20 million! Each elementary
student will bring home a penny collection box to be ylled and return to
the school. The middle school and high school student advisories will

be having a contest to see which advisory can bring in the most pennies.
Our goal is to raise at least $500 for the society. Beginning March 1st, we
will have the letters ALEUKEMIAO on the sign at the high school. For
every $60 we raise, we will take down one letter. By the end of March, we
would like to see ALEUKEMIAO disappear from our sign! Please do your
part by bringing in as many pennies as possible! The campaign will run
until the end of March. If you own a business and would like to make a
donation please contact Erin Franklin, Lindsay Moore, or Mrs. Shepherd.

Facts:

A Blood cancers are the second most prevalent cause
of all cancer deaths in the US.

A Every 4 minutes someone new is diagnosed with
one of these blood cancers.

A Every 10 minutes someone dies with a blood cancer.
This statistic represents nearly 146 people each day,
or more than 6 people every hour.

A Leukemia causes more deaths than any other cancer
among children and young adults under the age of 20.
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Preschool Happenings
Submitted by Heidi Belzer

What do you remember about your earliest school experiences? 1’ve asked people
of different generations that very question this week and have gotten a variety

of responses. One person remembered going home and telling her Mom that she
wouldn’t be going back. She had been there all day and they hadn’t even taught
her to read. Another remembers getting swatted on his behind for playing with a
truck in the sand when he was supposed to be doing something else. Another lady
remembers nothing from her yrst year of school. Ag Day, Beach Day, and riding
the train stands out in the mind of a student of a younger generation. Striving

to get a favorite pencil and pounding nails in a tree stump stands out in the

mind of one. Being silly and making faces when the teacher turned around was
remembered by a former prankster.

I have a few memories of kindergarten (preschool was unheard of). | remember

a boy at my table crushing his graham cracker and putting it in his milk carton at
snack time. | remember playing hide and seek behind the bushes that were around
the old Batavia school.

What will these students remember about their preschool experience in the years
to come? | don’t know which events will take a permanent place in their memory,
I can only hope they are really good ones.

Photo Top Left: Carson works with the letters

Photo Top Right: Ambrozia shows off her hardwork
Photo Bottom Left: Trenton hard at work

Photo Bottom Right: Maddie works on her masterpiece
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Photo at Left: Mason takes the baby for a stroll
Photo Above: Gavin checks out the impression his hand made
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Junior High / High School )

From the Desk of Secondary
Principal Rob Campbell

Snow, snow , go away. When winter weather hits it
seems to mean bad roads and a cancellation of school.
Time away from school leads to our students having

a hard time getting back into the rhythm of education.
Here at the secondary level we have students excited to
be back and students hoping for a glimmer of snow fall.
Who doesn’t remember the excitement of a snow day?
The only problem is that we will always make the day
up when it is beautiful outside. So lets hope for no more
SNow.

On one of the snow days in February, four teachers and

| braved the winds and ice covered roads to head to the
premiere school for the 1:1 computer initiative. Matt
Strom, Darren Hill, Shelia Fetter, Michelle Albert, and |
attended a Apple Educational Seminar at Westside High
School in Omaha Nebraska. Westside is in its 6th year as
a 1:1 school and provided us with insight into the future
of a computer initiative school. We will be passing along
our information along to our teachers during our PD days
and our 1hr late starts. With this comes an excitement
about what we here at Cardinal have accomplished in
such a short time.

On April 7th we will be traveling to the Polk

County Convention Center to present some of our
accomplishments with the introduction of our 1:1.

We will have three spots reserved for our teachers to
present. Mr. John (JR) Richards will be presenting for
the high school. He will be showing off his course that
he has spent numerous hours developing in the English
department. Mrs. Jessie Greiner will be presenting for the
middle school on how she has implemented technology
into her classroom for every subject she teaches. And last
but not least Mrs. Jane Koch will be presenting on the
uses of tech in the vocal department. If you see one of
your teachers in town ask them about how they are using
tech in their classroom.

Parent teacher conferences are upon us again on March
2nd and March 4th. We will be having a surprise from our
new School Community Council, see if you can ygure
out what it is. We will be opening up the rest of the high
school gymnasium to provide more space for the student
lead conference and meeting tables for parents and
middle school teachers. We hope to see you there.

Dontt forget about daylight savings time on March 14th.
We can only hope that the Spring ahead 1 hour actually
brings a change in the weather.
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Three Cardinal Speech Teams Score iOneso At District

The Place: Danville High School.
The Date: January 23
The Event: District Speech Competition

Three ensemble groups from Cardinal High School did a fantastic job at District Contest this year. Scenes from Macbeth,
starring Maggie Paul, Kassandra Herrera, and Chelsea Fullenkamp wowed the judges and earned them superior comments
and the opportunity to go on to State, where they received a number one rating as well. They were joined by Lindsa Albert
and Minnie Tangasi who performed an hilarious rendition of Cooking Chaos, which gave them a chance at State and an
eventual number one rating in their division. In addition, Brooke Courtney and Abby Rupe, garnered a State spot with their
wonderful presentation of the satirical and humorous Cinderella Revisited. All of the girls were great representatives of
our school and comported themselves with dignity and a sense of maturity unusual for young people of their tender years.
We can be very proud, they got to go to District and State and be very gratiyed knowing they represented our school and
community in such a positive fashion.
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Vocal Music News

As | write this article, I am sitting in
Dowstra Auditorium on the campus of
Central College in Pella, lowa. Raymond
Booth, Robert McLaughlin, Damon
McFarland, Austin Cassat, Rachel
Goering, Emilee Peters, Kyleigh Kern
and Bethany Hemm were selected to
participate in the college’s annual Singfest
on February 11. This is an excellent
opportunity for our singers to experience
singing at fithe nexto level.

Students who leave high school often think
they have left their singing days behind as well. This is not true. Students can
participate in music at the college level without being music education majors.
There is substantial scholarship money available to such students. More
importantly, they are able to be a part of choirs and ensembles that have
singers from all parts of the state, even the country. This adds to the overall
college experience for so many young people.

Cafe Musicale is approaching! Many students (and faculty?) have already
begun working on their fiactd for the March 30th performance. Please come
and support (and enjoy) an evening where our students shine! Admission is
only $1.00 and is used for many Music Boosters projects that help all our
music students.

I have listed these upcoming events in the last newsletter but | want to be sure
that everyone has marked their calendars.

March 22 - 6:30 pm - Grades K-2 Spring Concert

March 22 - 7:30 pm - Grades 3-4-5 Spring Concert

April 29 - 7:00 pm - HS/MS Spring Vocal Concert

QU iz Bowl Submitted by Wayne Wixom
The Cardinal Quiz Bowl season is under way. At this time we only have two
meets scheduled. On March 1st, the team will travel to Van Buren and on
March 23rd the team goes to Danville for the Conference meet. We will be
trying to pick up a few more tournaments when we ynd them. Team members
are Adam Lind, Melissa Belzer, Patrick Lind, Cody Ross, Morgan Benson,
Chris Wright, Minnie Tangasi, Rachel Goering, and Kassandra Herrera.

A-Club

The pie auction that was held January 15th was another success. We had
almost thirty pies donated and raised approximately $500.00. Thanks to all
who donated and purchased the pies!

Submitted by Lori Kayser

We will be hosting the Winter Sports Banquet on Monday, March 15th at
6:30 p.m. Those being honored will be wrestlers, basketball players and
cheerleaders. This is a potluck meal so please bring a covered dish and table
service. Drinks will be provided.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, March 3rd at 5:30 p.m. in the high
school library.
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Cardinal High School Fine Arts Department
Presents Anne of Green Gables

RNNE o GREEN GRBLES

Share the adventures of Anne Shirley and her best friend for life, Diana Barry, as they travel from
childhood to maturity in this Heartwarming adaptation which beautifully captures the highlights of
the classic novel. Maria Cuthbert asks for an orphan boy to help her and her brother take care of
Green Gables, but the orphanage sends Anne with an an independent, red-headed, freckle-faced
girl who changes their lives and touches the hearts of all who come to know and love her. Delight
in Annes high-spirited antics all over again as she narrowly escapes Mrs. Blewetts clutches at the
orphanage, whacks Gilbert over the head with her slate, saves little Minnie May from her deathbed
and, when she has come of age, ynally lets Gilbert into her life. In the touching words of Marilla,
Anne is the dearest mistake thats ever come into her life, and she doesnt know how she could love

her more.
March 26th & 27th
High School Gym 7:00
Adults $4.00 Students 3.00
No passes for this event.

Thank You

The middle school students and staff would like to thank everyone who came out to support us at

the Soup Supper/Silent Auction. This year was once again a huge success for us. We served soup to
approximately 330 people. We had over 200 items donated to our auction; some from individuals and
some by businesses. Listed below are the businesses who donated to us. Please tell them thank you if
you frequent their store.

Businesses Who Donated to Our Soup Supper/Silent Auction:

Hy\Vee Elliott Oil Corner Creations
Greiner Implement John Deere Golden Furrow

Mrs. Bonsor’s Noodles Harper Brush Trends Styling Salon

Rainy’s Bonaparte Pottery Denny’s at the Y
Fairyeld Pizza Hut Indian Hills College Farmerts Co-op
B&B Auto Repair E-Clips on Main Adela’s

Kimgs Cottage Yummyds Taco Johns
Papafs Auto Sales Fairyeld Ledger Cargill

DVH Farms Tractor Supply Dollar General
Pro Tan RPMS Graphics NAPA
Smithburg Automotive Orscheln’s Libertyville

Gas & Goodies

The winners of the rafpe: Doug Deardorff $100 HyVee gift certiycate

Pat Davis $100 BP gift certiycate

Thank you to everyone who purchased a ticket!
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Boxtops are gold for your school!

Name Grade Teacherts Name

Thank you for helping! Every box top you collect is worth 10¢ for your school.






