The Cardinal Comet

CARDINAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

From the Desk of Dr. Shekleton

The month of January is pying by quicker than you can
blink. With that thought we need to ygure out when we will
make up the snow days that we have had so far this school
year. The ofycial calendar has only one snow make-up day
built in for this year. The District will add on the other four
days after June 4, 2010, making our last day (if we dongt
have more inclement weather days) June 10, 2010.

I do not know how we will come out in the US Cellular
contest, but we have had staff and community work on the
contests with whole hearts and a lot of energy. Thanks to
all that have had a hand in leading the charge and also to
those who participated.

| am sure that we have plenty of winter left. If you know
of a Cardinal student that needs a coat please contact
Brenda Hendrichsen, School Nurse, one of the counselors,
Linda Andersen at the elementary and Sara Swanson at the
secondary building, or Cindy Shepard, At-risk Coordinator.

It has been a challenge to keep the buildings heated

during the extreme cold snap. At the elementary building,
the hallways are heated from the units in the classroom.
Teachers will keep their doors open and heat pows to the
hallways. At the MS/HS building we have continued to
work with the new boiler system to work out problems in
the system. We are replacing hot water traps to help ensure
the same level of heat in all areas of the building. We are
receiving bids to replace the two heating units down in the
lobby of the high gym. Both units were original equipment
and one unit is not working at all. That is why the area has
seemed cold recently.

As you are well aware Cardinal and our facilities are
beneyting from the Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) or
another name School Infrastructure Local Option Tax.
We have upgraded heating and cooling units at both
attendance centers, tiled around the elementary building,

blacktopped the parking lots, put in new doors, remodeled
the libraries in both buildings and paid for several other
projects including part of the lap top computers at the
MS/HS building. The SILO tax has been extended and

is going to be around until 2029 when it is set to sunset.
The original Silo tax was designed as a county wide based
election, meaning that each individual county would need
to approve the election of the penny sales tax and how the
penny tax was to be spent. The listing of how the money
was to be spent was listed in the revenue purpose statement
(RPS). The revenue purpose statement has been around
since 2004 and we now have to state how we are planning
to use the monies. Monies from the penny sales tax cannot
be used for salaries for any District employee. The RPS
simply provides voters with additional information about
how the district plans to spend the funds. | will update you
with more information in the next newsletter.

The federal government has started a new program to
create conditions for education innovation and reform
called Race to the Top (RTTT), focusing on reading

and math. As a part of the RTTT program the federal
department of education wants us to achieve a signiycant
improvement in student outcomes, including making
substantial gains in student achievement, closing
achievement gaps, improving high school graduation rates,
and ensuring student preparation for success in college
and careers; and implementing ambitious plans in four
core education reform areas. The federal government has
earmarked approximately 4.35 billion for RTTT, four a
four year period starting in 2010-2011. The federal DE will
select ten states for this program and the lowa Department
of Education feels like we have a good chance to win the
award which should amount will be between $160 - $200
million. If lowa wins the grant our monies would be more
than $15,000.00 per year for 4 years.

Additionally, last week, our MS/HS building was
designated as a Persistently Low Achieving School
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(PLAS). As a part of the RTTT federal grant the state was
asked to identify 35 school buildings that could show
improvement and the MS/HS building was one of the
buildings that was identiyed. Our proyciency level in

the MS/HS has declined the past three years for a total

of -2.95%. It is the decline in our ITBS and ITED test
scores that had the building placed on the list. If lowa
wins the grant the District will receive over $50,000.00
per year for the next four years to help implement the
lowa Core Curriculum, to help develop and ensure the

use of high quality assessments, use data systems to

help manage student assessment data and to provide
professional development to staff so teaching methodology
is improved, which will help raise our test scores. We do
make a promise to students and District patrons that the test
scores will rise. In 2007, Cardinal MS/HS students had an
average proyciency rate of 66.84 percent. In 2008, the rate
was 63.86 percent, while in 2009 the combined score was
64.87 percent. The average three-year score was 65.19%.
The lowa Department of Education expects 67 percent of
a schools students to score in the 41st percentile or higher
on standardized ITBS reading and math tests. | will update
you on further development on the RTTT in next monthés
newsletter.

If you have not come out to see our basketball players or
wrestlers please take time to view a game or meet before
the end of their seasons. Also, for those of you who caught
the winter vocal concert it was tremendous.

Go Comets!

Dr. Frank Shekleton, Superintendent
Cardinal Community School District

The mission of the Cardinal Community School is to foster an enriching environment
and channel the energies of students to achieve their fullest potential.
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Contacts

Dr. Frank Shekleton
Superintendent
frank.shekleton@cardinalcomet.com

Kerry Phillips
Elementary Principal
kerry.phillips@cardinalcomet.com

Rob Campbell
Secondary Principal
rob.campbell@cardinalcomet.com

Kirk Magill
Technology Director
kirk.magill@cardinalcomet.com

Christina Hubbard
Elementary Secretary
christina.hubbard@cardinalcomet.com

Winnie Albert and Mary Lynne Marlay
Admissions/MS/HS Secretaries
winnie.albert@cardinalcomet.com
marylynne.marlay@cardinalcomet.com

Sherry VanBlaricom
Athletic/Business Secretary
sherry.vanblaricom@cardinalcomet.com

Tony Fetter
Athletic Director
tony.fetter@cardinalcomet.com

Tina Snyder
Business Manager/Board Secretary
tina.snyder@cardinalcomet.com

Linda Andersen
Elementary Guidance Counselor
linda.andersen@cardinalcomet.com

Sara Swanson
Director of Student Affairs
sara.swanson@cardinalcomet.com

641-652-3591 or
641-937-5321

Elementary

Middle School/
High School

641-652-7531 or
641-937-5266

Please direct questions to:
Sherry VanBlaricom
641-652-7531 or 641-937-5266
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From the Desk of Secondary Principal Rob Campbell

The holidays are past and the days are long before the next break
starts, Spring Break will be April 2-5th this year. With the start

of a new semester come class changes and new goals. One of the
goals of the middle school is to make every student successful.
With this we have started the new Cardinal Comet study club. The
mission of the club is to allow all of the middle school students a
chance to succeed. Sometimes a student is unable to ynish all of
the homework assigned in a week and we thought it would help to
have extra time for the student to come in and get help. We have
morning meetings for any student that does not have their work
done and if a student is unable to come in the morning we have
provided time for the student to come after school. The middle
school teachers have volunteered their time free of charge to

the district because they care about the success of our kids. Our
morning sessions are provided on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays,
and Fridays as soon as the students arrive at school. We need

the student to be here by 8:05 but we allow for bus times and

are pexible. If a student is unable to attend the morning session
we have 2 afternoon sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
3:35-4:35. This program is not just for students that are having
problems getting homework completed, if a student needs help in
other classes our teachers are available and willing to help.

To the entire community a great big AiTHANK YOUQo for all the
hard work on the US cellular cash give away. We won6t know

the results of the competition until sometime this month but the
last push for us has been amazing. If we win, the money will be
spent on some great technology for the entire district. | need to
thank Mrs. Greiner and Mrs. Fetter for getting this program up and
running.

Our ITED/ITBS will be the last week of January and the yrst week
of February. We would like for all the parents/guardians of our kids
to express the importance of trying as hard as you can on the test.
As second semester starts we need to be ready to ynish the year.
May will be here before you know it and if we start out slow we
will have to work harder in the later months.

The sports teams are having a great season, our teams are working
hard to be the best they can. Come support our Basketball,
Wrestling and the Archery team and help us pack the gym
whenever there is a competition.

From the Desk of Activities Director Mr. Fetter

The winter season has come in full force again this year. It came
with a little extra kick this time compared to the last two. Those
frigid temperatures were a bonus added to the snowfall and winds.
They have, once again, led to cancellations and rescheduling of
events. We have, fortunately, been able to get all games back on
the schedule up to this point. Hopefully we can get to the end of
the season with little or no impact from the weather.

The winter teams are approaching the end of their regular
season competitions and district/regional play will begin early in
February. Wrestling sectionals are set for Saturday, February 6th
at BGM. Any wrestlers that advance from there will compete at
Eddyville-Blakesburg the following Saturday. State tournament
wrestling will begin February 17th.

As | write this article we do not know the destiny of the girls or
boysd basketball teams. The girlsd pairing will be released in late
January. We have been fortunate in the past to have hosted yrst
and second round play several times. In case you do not know we
have moved up a class to 2A this year. Webll have to see if our
luck holds out!

Boysb pairings will be arranged according to a seeding process.
We are grouped into an eight team district. The top two seeded
teams will most likely host the early rounds. These will be released
by February 5th. Also, please remember that passes are not
accepted at tournament games. Admission will be $5 for everyone,
starting with students in kindergarten through adults.

State tournaments for basketball will be the yrst two weeks of
March.

There are other activities going on in February. The Soup Supper/
Auction for the Washington D.C. trip is on February 5th. Mr.
Nuss will have the band prepped for their Winter Band Concert
on February 23rd starting at 7:00pm. Students will also be
participating in the Ottumwa Solo Day Festival on February 27th.

As always, | hope everyone can attend the remaining events in
February. Letés get our fans yred up and showing full support for
those district games and matches! Letés cheer on our students and
give them a big boost at these events!

Inspiration gets you going — dedication keeps you going!
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Homeless Youth

Even in small communities students and families at times
are faced with the issue of being homeless. Many times
these families and students go unnoticed for a variety of
reasons. Regardless of those reasons it is the responsibility
of the school district to determine who these youth are and
to provide a quality education for them. The yrst question
is what deynes a homeless student? By deynition provided
by the lowa Department of Education a homeless child or
youth is deyned by the following:

fiHomeless child or youtho is deyned as a child or youth
from the age of 3 years through 21 years who lacks a yxed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence and includes the
following:

1. Achild or youth who is sharing the housing of other
persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship,
or a similar reason; is living in a motel, hotel, trailer
park, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative
adequate accommodations; is living in an emergency

Information for School-Aged Youth

If you live in any of the following situations:

or transitional shelter; is abandoned in a hospital; or is A Inashelter, motel, vehicle, or campground
awaiting foster care placement; A~ On the street
A In an abandoned building, trailer, or other inadequate accommodations, or
2. Achild or youth who has a primary nighttime residence  §  poubled up with friends or relatives because you cannot ynd or afford housing

that is a public or private place not designed for or
ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation
for human beings;

Then, you have certain rights or protections under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act.

You have the right to:

3. Achild or youth who is living in a car, park, public A Go to school, no matter where you live or how long you have lived there. You must be given access to the same public
space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or education provided to other students.
train station, or similar setting; or A Continue in the school you attended before you became homeless or the school you last attended, if that is your choice
and is feasible. The school districtés local liaison for homeless education must assist you, if needed, and offer you the
4. A migratory child or youth who qualiyes as homeless right to appeal a decision regarding your choice of school if it goes against your wishes.
because the child or youth is living in circumstances A Receive transportation to the school you attended before you became homeless or the school you last attended, if you
described in paragraphs fi10 through 30 above. request such transportation.
A Attend a school and participate in school programs with students who are not homeless. Students cannot be separated
Itis the districtts responsibility to locate and identify from the regular school program because they are homeless.
homeless children and to provide a quality education for A Enroll in school without giving a permanent address. Schools cannot require proof of residency that might prevent or
these children. This means that the districts Homeless delay school enrollment.
liaison will work with state ofycials to help remove A Enroll and attend classes while the school arranges for the transfer of school and immunization records or any other
barriers that will inhibit studentso ability to receive a documents required for enrollment.
quality education. If you know of a family or you and your i Enroll and attend classes in the school of your choice even while the school and you seek to resolve a dispute over
family are by the states deynition a homeless family please enrollment.
contact Linda Andersen at 641-652-3591. Information for | Receive the same special programs and services, if needed, as provided to all other students served in these programs.
Parents (at right) will more specially deyne your rights A Receive transportation to school and to school programs.

and proper procedures to help provide direction towards
outside assistance for your child.

When you move, you should do the following:

State Coordinator: Raymond E. Morley A Cont_act the school districtés local liaison for homeless educati_on for k_lelp in enrolling in a new scho_ol or arranging to
Department of Education, Des Moines, lowa 50319 continue in your former school. (Or, someone at a shelter, social services ofyce, or the school can direct you to the
Phone: 515-281-3966 person you need to contact.)
E-mail: ray.morley@ed.state.ia.us A Tell your teach_er_s anything that you thln|$ they need to know fo help you in school. _ _ _

A Ask the local liaison for homeless education, the shelter provider, or a social worker for assistance with clothing and

If you need further assistance,
call the National Center for

supplies, if needed.

These rights are established under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. This act is the primary piece of federal legislation
dealing with the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness in U.S. public schools. It was reauthorized as Title X,
Part C, of the No Child Left Behind Act in January 2002. To qualify for these rights, children and youth must be considered homeless
according to the McKinney-Vento deynition of homelessness.

Homeless Education at the
Toll-free Help Line Number:

1-800-308-2145
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From the Central Ofyce: How to Address Your Concerns

The following information outline the proper steps to take when you have a concern. No
matter what the problem is, take your concern there yrst. Whether in the classroom, on
the bus, or on the practice yeld, the quickest and easiest solution is usually found with the
staff member most directly involved. For more information, please contact the Central
Ofyce at (641) 652-7531, ext 201.

Steps to take when you have a concern
within the Cardinal School System

Step #1

Take your concern to the person closest to the problem.

No matter what the problem is, take your concern there yrst. Whether in the classroom,
on the bus, or on the practice yeld, the quickest and easiest solution is usually found with
the staff member most directly involved.

Ités best if you take time to talk with the school personnel regularly, before problems are
encountered. Know who your childrengs teachers are and how they can be contacted. Tell
them when things are going well and communicate any concerns you have quickly and
openly.

If you call for an appointment to see your childés teachers, why not let them know in
advance the general nature of your concern? This gives them the opportunity to ask other
staff members for information that might relate to your problem or concern. If a personal
visit isndt possible, why not call to state the problem, and during the conversation, offer
to call back at a time you both can discuss the situation more in detail.

The concern you or your child faces may be the result of an oversight or a
misunderstanding that can easily be corrected once brought to the attention of the staff
member most directly involved.

Give them a chance to tackle the problem yrst.

Step #2

Present your concern to the next level.

The principal at each building is responsible for supervision of staff within that particular
building. The director of transportation supervises all school bus drivers. Each one is

an example of the next level of school personnel you should contact if the staff member
closest to the problem hasnit been able to satisfactorily resolve the difyculty.

Their ability to help will be improved if you share the steps youdve already taken with
the staff member closest to the problem. Take time to openly share with them the reasons
why you feel uncomfortable dealing directly with the person who is closest to the
situation.

Supervisory personnel will rarely have access to the information they need to be of
immediate assistance and working through them will often require additional time.

Step #3

Talk with the Superintendent of Schools.

Sometimes all the best intentions canft solve a problem.

When you believe youdve taken the problem to the next

level but still havenit achieved a satisfactory outcome, the superintendent of schools is
the next place to go.

Part of the Superintendentbs job requires attendance at area-wide meetings outside the
district. As a consequence, a meeting with the Superintendent will probably require some
advance planning.

Step #4

Contact your school board members after other means have been
tried.

School board members are elected to represent the interest of all parents and district
residents; therefore, you should always feel free to tell them your point of view.

School board members do not, however, have direct authority in day-to-day operations.

All authority is the result of ofycial actions by a majority of the board at meetings open
to the public.

The boardés primary responsibility is to make policies that guide the school district. Any
change in policy requires two readings at two separate public meetings; a procedure that
often takes two or more months.

Some policy changes may require substantial public input and consultation with the
school districtds attorney. These requirements often increase the time required for the
board to make a response. So, when should a board member be contacted and what can
they do?

When to Contact a Board Member:

A After other means to solve a problem have been tried.

A When a policy is being enforced but you believe it results in bad consequences.
A~ When you believe a policy isnit being enforced.

A When policies or procedures are not enforced fairly for all.

A board member may take one or all of the following actions:

A Informally discuss the issue with the superintendent or other administrators to
consider whether policies or rules would be changed.

A Request that the board review the speciyc policies that relate to the situation.

A Propose new policies for the boardds consideration.

Unfairness, misunderstanding, hurt feelings, and conpicts are experiences common to us
all. When children experience these problems at school it causes difyculty not only for
the children, but also for parents, and school staff. How to successfully solve

problems at school is what this guide is all about.
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Next Regular Scheduled School Board Meeting February 8, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.

You are Welcome to Attend

We appreciate your interest in our school district and welcome your presence at our school
board meetings. All regular and special meetings are open to the public. The school board
represents one of the earliest cornerstones of our democratic society. We look forward to
your involvement, whether to observe or participate.

If You Would Like to Be On the Agenda

Individuals or groups who wish to place an item on the agenda should do so by contacting
Board Secretary Tina Snyder at 641-652-7531, ext. 207.

Requests should include name, address, phone number, organization represented, purpose
of the presentation and pertinent background information. To be included on a Monday
night agenda, request must reach the secretary by noon on the previous Wednesday. See
the form included with this information.

When You Address the Board

Please stand and state your name, address, and the organization you represent. The school
board secretary, Tina Snyder, also appreciates receiving a printed copy of the remarks or
materials you present.

If You Have a Questions About the Schools

Citizens with questions about the operation of the schools are encouraged to yrst contact
the teacher or staff member closest to the situation. The next step is to communicate with
the building administrator. Then, if necessary, concerns can be brought to the attention of
the superintendent. Thereafter, the board may address unresolved concerns.

Board Members Serve You

Members of the board are elected for four-year terms. They receive no pay for their
services. Your board has complete and ynal control over local school matters within limits
set by laws and regulations. The board is a policy-making body whose decisions are
carried out by school administrators. The board functions as a whole, and its authority lies
within the will of its majority. No board member has the power to act independently.

Regular Meetings

There shall be one regular meeting each month held in the Cardinal High School Library.
Special meetings may be called to conduct business, which cannot be deferred until the
next regular session. For your convenience, a sign-in sheet and copies of the meeting
agenda are available at the door of the board meeting room.

Formal action on an agenda item demands that a quorum (at least four members) be
present.

Prior to each meeting, the agenda is delivered to board members, administrators,
employeesf associations, and area mass media.

Ofycial action can be taken only in open session. However, with appropriate public notice,
executive (closed) sessions may be conducted to allow the board to consider matters listed
in lowa law. Conydential or personnel matters, negotiations, strategy current or imminent
lawsuits, and some real estate purchases are among the items, which may be discussed in
executive sessions.

Board Members

Greg Greiner, President.... ... Term Expires 2011
Mike Kayser, VIiCe-President ..........cccccevveveieeie i Term Expires 2013
Fred TROMAS ..o Term Expires 2011
Carol SIrEENY ... Term Expires 2011
oo o I - T SRS PR Term Expires 2013

Dr. Frank Shekleton, Superintendent
Tina Snyder, Business Manager/Board Secretary

Cardinal Community School District Board of Education
Intent to Address the Board

Name

Address

Phone ( )

I wish to address the Board about the following:

I understand that my comments will be limited to three(3) minutes per Board Policy:
Code No0.213.1R1 unless the Board votes to extend the limit.
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New Payment System Brings
Online Convenience to
Cardinal School District Parents

Ités the mark of our times: the merging of the Internet with our day-to-day
business. Now, the Cardinal School District is among the yrst school f
systems in the country to bring that convenience to parents by offering a '!" |
new online payment processing system, PaySchools.

V-
fiMore and more busy people turn to the Internet every month to pay their |
bills online, and we saw there was a need to offer that same kind of service P
to the parents and community members in our district.0 says Dr. Shekleton.
Through this system, parents can access PaySchools through the schools

web site and pay for lunch or daycare, either by e-check or Mastercard,
Visa or Discover cards. The parent will immediately receive an e-mail

receipt conyrming their purchase(s). PaySchools does not save or store

bank or credit card information to ensure privacy and security for users. !

PaySchools offers parents the ease of being able to make purchases 24

bank account numbers are not stored in the database], and the convenience U s* . o e r
of having records of purchases and payments available online. Schools - o

hours a day/7 days a week, the security of knowing the school has received
save signiycant labor costs by reducing manual processing of payments and ; ' k -
- -h_ ..'.l -

payments, the protection of sensitive account information [credit card and
handling fewer checks.

fiThis is a win-win opportunity to make life easier for our parents, and

within the district as well,o says Dr. Shekleton. oW many times has your childs lunch
For more information about Payschools, contact Sherry VanBlaricom at maney QD“ETI ICIST or mlﬂplﬂCEd EGmEWhEFE
641-652-7531 ext. 201 or visit the districtés web site at www.cardinalcomet.
com.

lostlunch money is athing of the past.
PaySchools is a secure online payment
processing system that allows parents 1o send

Non-Public Transportation

Parent Reimbursement payments for school fees by electronic check or
Parents or guardians of nonpublic students requesting to receive parent {:]’Edﬁ C[]rd_ |'| IEIE ?{]U F}ﬂ? '!'.ll:]lj r [h“d's Sﬂhﬂﬂl
reimbursement for transporting their nonpublic students to and from .

accredited nonpublic schools must now notify their resident public school EHF]'E nses ﬂn'ﬂlme, ':]n‘jl'w hE e, r"'-b maore |ﬂ'5‘|’
district by yling a parent reimbursement request along with speciyed Mo

information, in writing, by December 1 and May 1 of each year. Anyone nem,r

needing a request form should contact the Superintendentés ofyce at 641- US]FIQ PU'}'S'I:h aolsis eq SY. Visit the school

652-7531 or 641-937-5266.

district's Web site and click on the PaySchools
icon for details

@Pu ySchools

Online Poyment Processing System
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Prom Rules and Regulations 2010

Date and Time:

Prom: Saturday, April 17th

11:30 to midnight
ALL JUNIORS ARE EXPECTED TO HELP IN THE CLEANUP

In MS gym and cafeteria
Midnight-??

Junior clean up:

After prom:

Prom Tickets

All juniors and seniors in good standing academically, behaviorally, and attendance-wise are eligible for prom. They must sign up and
get a ticket in the ofyce to be admitted to prom. Freshman, sophomores and dates from other schools must complete the prom guest
registration form and be approved by Mrs. Swanson or Mr. Campbell prior to receiving a prom ticket. The tickets must be presented to
the prom chaperones prior to entering the dance.

Prom Guest Guidelines

You may bring a student from another school, a person under 20 years of age, or a CHS freshman or sophomore. The guest registration
form must be completed and approved by Mrs. Swanson or Mr. Campbell.

Prom Attire
Boys must wear a suit, dress pants and a coat and tie, or a tuxedo appropriate for a formal occasion.

Girls must wear a formal or semi-formal dress. No dress, which is too low cut in the chest, back and side areas, and exposes the waist
or midriff, will be acceptable. Exceptions may be made for the 2008 prom due to late notiycation, but attire that is too revealing will
not be allowed. It is a formal school dance.

Tennis shoes or Flip Flops are not considered formal dress and may not be worn. Following Grand March, more comfortable shoes
may be worn. No hats or head gear will be allowed.

Chaperones and administration will have the ynal say on the appropriateness of your attire. If you are in doubt as to whether an item of
clothing will be allowed, do not wear it. This isa FORMAL EVENT. If you have any questions give Mrs. Swanson or Mr. Campbell a
call at (641) 652-7531.

Valet Parking

All students attending the prom will use valet parking at the south end of the high school in the front of the building. Students should
arrive for the Grand March by 7:30 p.m. All students who plan on attending the prom need to arrive for the event by 8:30 p.m. No one
will be allowed to enter after 8:30 p.m. unless prior arrangements have been made with the administration.

Grand March Guidelines

All students participating in the Grand March need to be here by 7:30 p.m. Those attending will be issued a number for their order in
the march. At approximately 7:40 p.m., the Grand March will start. Prom Court will be introduced last in the procession. Coronation
will immediately follow the Grand March.

Admission to Grand March

Each junior and senior will be given four (4) tickets to give to family members for admission to the Grand March. All other people
must pay $1.00 for admission to the Grand March. All proceeds will go to the junior class.

Spectator Guidelines for the Grand March

All juniors and seniors will be given four (4) tickets to the event for their family members and friends. Anyone who does not have

a ticket can purchase a ticket at the door for $1.00. Visitors for the Grand March must park in the back parking lot west of the
gymnasium. Visitors will be seated from 7:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. No one will be allowed to enter after the Grand March begins.
Spectators are asked to leave immediately following the announcement of the King and Queen. Please remember, that this is a formal
event and your assistance in making this a positive memory for our students is greatly appreciated.

Open Enrollment

(Deadline for the 2010-2011 school year
is March 1, 2010 for 1st through 12th
grade and September 1, 2010 for incoming
Kindergartners)

Parents/guardians considering the use of
the open enrollment option to enroll their
child(ren) into another public school district
in the state of lowa should be aware of the
following dates:

March 1, 2010 will be the last date for
regular open enrollment requests for the
2010-2011 school year unless the reason for
late yling qualiyes for figood causeo. fiGood
caused means a change in the status of a
childés resident district for any of the reasons
listed below.

Reason:
AFamily moved to a new district of residence

AChange in the marital status of the studentts
parents

APlacement of the student into foster care
resulting in new resident district

A Adoption resulting in new resident district
AParticipation in a foreign exchange program

AParticipation in a substance abuse or mental
health treatment program resulting in new
resident district

AFailure of negotiations for reorganization or
rejection of proposed reorganization plan

A Loss of accreditation of revocation of a
charter school contract*

ASevere health and/or pervasive
harassment**

On or before September 1, 2010 for
kindergarten students for the 2010-2011
school year. Parents should be aware that
open enrollment may result in the loss of
athletic eligibility. For further details, contact
Sherry VanBlaricom in the Superintendentts
ofyce at 641-652-7531 or 641-937-5266.



THE CARDINALCOMET

L Pre-School/Elementary )

) February 2010, Page 8

From the Desk of Elementary School
Principal Kerry Phillips

We have started the second semester of the 2009-2010 school year.
As new requirements keep creating busier days for all in education,
the days seem to be rushing past more rapidly each year. It is hard
for me to accept that my youngest will be in ninth grade next year.
Where does the time go?

ITBS are complete and hopefully our results will repect all of the
hard work teachers and students have been doing. If our reports
come back to us in a timely manner, teachers will discuss how
students performed during upcoming Parent / Teacher Conferences.
Otherwise, this information will be sent home.

Cardinal Elementary has had a quality preschool program since
getting a grant years ago to build and operate a four-year-old
preschool on our campus. In the past, half day sessions were offered
to approximately thirty- yve students. Tuition assistance was
available for those who met income guidelines. Today we operate
four preschool classes serving close to sixty students. The three-year-
old classes meet in the little red preschool building and two four-
year-old classrooms are in the elementary building. Through grant
funding and partnerships with SIEDA Head Start, we are able to do
this without charge to parents and at no cost to the District. Although
several schools in northern lowa have such partnerships, Cardinal
Elementary was the yrst to have a full partnership with Head Start

in our region. These preschool students are a great addition to our
school. They are always so happy to be here and seem be learning
and maturing so much this year. Preschool is a very important part of
the educational process. Our preschool students are certainly off to a
great start.

A reminder that students will not have school on Monday, February
15, due to full day of professional development for teachers. Make
plans to attend the Washington DC soup supper on evening of Friday,
February 5th. They will be serving from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The
food is always great and reasonably priced. The students and staff
work hard on this event. Please come and show your support.

Punxsutawney Phil will soon be making his famous February 2nd
appearance. According to folklore, if a groundhog merging from

its burrow on this day fails to see its shadow, it will leave the
burrow, signifying that winter will soon end. If on the other hand,
the groundhog sees its shadow, the groundhog will supposedly
retreat into its burrow, and winter will continue for six more weeks.
I am hoping that all indicators point toward rapidly arriving spring
weather.

If you have some time to share with students, we welcome volunteers
at Cardinal Elementary. Please stop in and see Mrs. Andersen about
signing up to help. Also, we have the Adopt a Grandparent Program
at Cardinal administered by Deb Adam. Please phone the elementary
ofyce for more information. Thank you for your continuing support
of Cardinal Elementary School. Please do not hesitate to contact me
if you ever have any questions or concerns.

Kids Come First at Cardinal Elementary!

Elementary Computer & Library News —

Submitted by Cassandra Bloomquist

Last month kept us very busy at the Elementary. It was the end of
another quarter and also the end of our yrst semester. That always
seems to catch some of our little procrastinators off guard (I am sure - : '
that none of you adults have any idea what being a procrastinator S e -'j—'llh"
means), but with a little hard work at the end, most of our students [j 1 _% -
always seem to be able to make their goals. Our change back to e S 5
quarters have thrown some of our students off this year, though, because

they were used to having more days to read when our year was divided up into

trimesters. | think everyone ynally seems to be getting adjusted to the change, though.

We actually have quite a few of our elementary students that like to read nonyction books. These are books that
contain real information on a wide range of things and people. For instance, we recently have had some historical
ygures, such as Martin Luther King, JR, Abraham Lincoln and George Washington, have their birthdays. | pull
books off our shelves and place them on our library tables so students can easily see what we have to offer on
these subjects in case they want to check these books out. They really seem to love reading these books, which is
a great thing because they are not only improving their reading skills, but also learning a part of history. I think
that is wonderful, as AR tests on nonyction books are harder than our yction books, but that doesndt seem to stop
them from wanting to read these books.

I also would like to let everyone know that our Spring Bookfair will be coming up on March 2 and March 4.
Please come out and see our wide selection of books that will be offered. It is open to the public--you donét have
to have a student that goes to school here in order to be able to purchase a book. You can buy a book for any
young person you know.

Relief from Cabin Fever Submitted by Mrs. Swope and Ms. Phillips, Title |

Since we have had so much snow and ice this winter, the days seem to drag on and on. One way to help some
of that ficabin fevero feeling is to read with your child. Whether your child is already reading on their own or
hasn6t yet begun, this is a perfect time to begin reading aloud regularly. On these cold afternoons and evenings
wrap up with a warm blanket, make some hot cocoa, shut off the T.V., ignore the phone for a few minutes, and
curl up with some good books. The younger child will enjoy choosing a book and turning the pages. If your
child is already a reader, let them read to you. Even if your child is older they will enjoy listening to you read.
Hearing you read with expression will help your child use punctuation marks. Encourage your child to sound
excited when the sentence has an exclamation point. Teach them to pause briepy at a comma and slightly longer
at a period. Just yfteen or twenty minutes a day will help build a desire to be a reader. Hopefully these few
suggestions will give you and your child an enjoyable winter time together.

PTO Update

PTO would like to welcome their newest members: Marcy Bennett, Stacy Davis, Talia Fite, Lori Franklin, Robin
Honomichl, Jessica Lyons, and Kari Rupe.

Box Top Campaign- Box top contest should be started up and there is a traveling trophy that will go to the
classroom that collects the most Box tops that month will be to hold on to for the next month and it will then
travel to the next classroom the following month.

The Carnival is scheduled for March 20, 2010 from 5:30pm- 8:00pm and the dance will be held from 7:00pm-
9:00pm. We need help with coming up with new ideas for games, auction materials, and chaperons for the dance.
Anyone interested please contact one of the board members, as soon as possible please.

There will be two meetings in February so please come join us on the 1st and the 15th, we will meet in the Music
Room at the Middle/High School at 6:00pm.
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Preschool Happenings
Submitted by Heidi Belzer

Ités a typical day of preschool. Two future engineers are building a
train track complete with a bridge. Two future scientists are using
their problem solving skills to complete a 24 piece puzzle. An artist
in training is painting at the easel. A lawyer to be is negotiating for
her turn at the castle. The next preschool teacher is busy showing her
pink paper with red and yellow words on it to everyone in the room.
A future in robotics is being developed with builders & benders.
Prospective readers are looking at the letters on the bulletin board
and identifying them and the sounds they make. Finishing out the
activities in the room is a competitive game of Candyland where the
social skills of taking turns, accepting disappointments, and being a
gracious loser or winner is taking place.

These children wondt remember many details of their preschool
experience. We are, however, helping to build a foundation of learning
and getting along with others that will be with them throughout their
entire life. Itds an awesome experience for the children and the adults
who get to work with them every day.

Top Photo: Clarissa reads to Scooter.
Bottom Left Photo: Archer will protect us all.
Bottom Right Photo: Mary Jane checking the room for yre hazards.
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Vocal Music News

The Christmas Concert was a great success with many positive
comments from audience members and the students themselves.

Thanks to those community members and alumni who came up
to sing the Hallelujah Chorus with us at the end of the concert.
We appreciated your willingness to share your

talents and to be living examples of how music is a filife-long
sporto.

Seems we just turn over the calendar to a new year and there
are already many things to look forward to! Please read the
following information and mark your calendars.

February 11: Central College Singfest, Pella, lowa

Central College's annual Singfest brings together high school choir students from all over lowa.

The choir is made up of 80-90 of the top vocal students nominated by their high school choir
directors. Throughout the day students will also work with Central's own music faculty in mini-
lessons or workshops. A festival concert at 7 p.m. highlights the day's activities and features selected
soloists from the choir. CHS students selected to participate are: Kyleigh Kern, Bethany Hemm,
Rachel Goering, Emilee Peters, Austin Cassat, Damon McFarland, Raymond Booth and Robert
McLaughlin.

February 18: HS Choir Field Trip to Rock Island, IlI.

The CHS choir will attend a performance of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at
Circa 21 Dinner Theater in Rock Island. The singers will attend workshops, eat a buffet lunch and
attend a performance of the musical. This trip, including the bus transportation, has been funded
through Pizza Ranch tip night, donations from fall and Christmas concerts, parent contributions, and
generous help from the Music Boosters.

March 2: MS Chorus Field Trip to Rock Island (see description above).
This particular day as well as the day the HS is attending are speciycally geared for each age group.

March 16: High School Honor Choir Festival, Winyeld/Mt. Union

March 22: Elementary Spring Concerts — TWO concert one ONE night!

6:30 p.m.: K-2 grades - Disney Spectacular
Students will sing a variety of classic and new Disney songs. Are you old enough to recognize this
line from an old Disney classic? fi....Kil6t him a bear when he was only 3.0

7:15 p.m.: Grades 3,4,5 - Entertainment Tonight
Be prepared to hear some great songs - 76 Trombones, Hot-Hot-Hot, Castle on a Cloud, We Go
Together, many more... and maybe even a Jonas Brothers song!

March 30: Cafe Musicale - The tradition continues!

Come and support the local talent that Cardinal has to offer. Last year was great with this year
shaping up to be even better!

April 10: High School Solo and Small Ensemble Contest

April 22: MS Vocal Music Festival, Pekin

April 29: MS/HS Spring Show (Spring concert) at 7 p.m.
More info to follow... but let me tell you this: DONGT MISS IT!

Parents... You can make a difference!

Did you know:

A You have more inpuence over your children than you may realize. Research
studies indicate that children are less likely to drink alcohol, use drugs or
tobacco and get better grades in school when their parents are involved in
their lives and when they and their parents report feeling close to each other.

A Parents disapproval of youthful alcohol use is the key reason children chose
not to drink alcohol. You can make a difference. Tell them it is unacceptable.

A Even though young teens may not always show it, they still need to know
they are important to their parents. Make it a point to spend one-on-one time
with your child, where you can give them your undivided attention.

What can you do:

A Tune in to your teen- the common thread among teens who do well
academically and socially, and stay healthy and drug free is that they have
close relationships with their parents.

A Spend time regularly doing things your teen enjoys

A Talk openly and honestly

A Use positive communication skills

A Acknowledge the positive qualities and behaviors of your teenager

A Guide your teen, set expectations and rules- these provide support and
structure for young people who are dealing with new situations and
challenges.

A Focus on rules for safety, not punishment.

A Provide opportunity for give and take- let your teen in on the rule making
process.

A Be yrm but not overly restrictive.

A Be speciyc when it comes to rules around substance use. Tell them they are
not permitted to use drugs, alcohol or tobacco- as it is illegal.

A Use the power of praise to reinforce positive behavior.

A Respect your teen- as teens work in independence they want opportunities to

assert their own identities and make their own decisions.

Give your teen privacy and space to be an individual.

Encourage your teen to express their own ideas and opinions.

Make time to listen and be responsive of your teens fears and concerns.

When you have to discipline focus on the behavior not the teen

A Appreciate and acknowledge your teens unique interests, skills and strengths.

A Be a good role model- parents who set a good example through their
relationships and social skills have kids who do better in the areas of school,
employment, relationships, communication, coping and other life skills.

A Donét allow your teen to drink or smoke in your home.

A Donét provide alcohol to teenagers in your home.

A Donit involve your teen in your use.

A Never drink and drive.

To To T T

Despite conpicting information parents are their teens best teacher. You dondt
have to be an expert, just focus on being a parent. Know how and when to
access information when you need it.

For more information on this topic you may contact the SAFE Coalition at
info@vbsafecoalition.com or 319-293-6412 or check out the website www.
theantidrug.com for great information on what parents can do to keep their kids
free of drugs, alcohol and tobacco.



