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The mission of the Cardinal Community School is to foster an enriching environment 
and channel the energies of students to achieve their fullest potential.

From the Desk of Dr. Shekleton
By the time that you read this article we will have had over three weeks of extended 
days completed. I wish to thank parents, students, and staff members for making the 
sacriýces to make the extended days work. I know that it has been a little trying for 
some, but I appreciate everyone’s effort to make this action successful. Our last day of 
school is scheduled for June 3, 2010, pending no more inclement weather days, with a 
12:40 dismissal at the elementary and 12:50 dismissal at the MS/HS building. As a result 
of recounting, the calendar that was created last spring had included an extra day in the 
count and we are reviewing the use of Parent/Teacher time as it relates to the total number 
of school days. It may be possible that we could reduce the number of days of extended 
classes if our calculations are correct. I will update everyone on the webpage and in the 
next newsletter. It is nice to have spring-like days on the near horizon.

I would like to congratulate Mr. Phillips on writing a successful Harkin Fire Grant for the 
District in the amount of $25,000.00. Senator Tom Harkin announced that $5.3 Million 
for 58 School Modernization Projects Across Iowa would be funded. The District was 
notiýed late last week that we would be receiving the funds to upgrade several ýre safety 
related items at both the elementary and secondary buildings. When we determine the exact 
projects to be completed, we will inform the school community. You may view the total 
list of Iowa Schools that received funding at the following website at - http://harkin-press.
enews.senate.gov/mail/util.cfm?mailaction=clickthru&gpiv=2100055386.4505.111&gen
=1&mailing_linkid=10626 . Again, thanks to Mr. Phillips. Unfortunately, the District did 
not win the “Calling All Communities” contest sponsored by US Cellular. I want to thank 
all school community members for making this an exciting project and for the extra time 
it took to go pick-up cards and voting for Cardinal.  Special thanks to Mrs. Fetter and Mrs. 
Greiner for all the work that they have done. You may see the list of ten winning schools by 
going to - uscmktg@uscellular.rsys1.com .

This year we have had one teacher take the “Early Retirement” package offered by the 
District. Mr. Michael Nuss will be retiring at the end of the current school year after serving 
the District for 27 years, he also taught 3 years at Titonka Consolidated. According to Mr. 
Nuss, his greatest highlights have been seeing students grow musically, academically, and 
socially. Music trips were exciting and the trip to New York City and seeing the play Les 
Misérables was tremendous. Mr. Nuss, thanks for your efforts and for all that you have 
done for our students. We are still working with Van Buren and Pekin school district to 
continue sharing opportunities. Some of the sharing of staff will change this year because 
of needs of the three districts. I have been in contact with the Sigourney district to see if 
they could help us out with any of the needs we have with certiýed staff for the upcoming 
year. We will be bringing the budget to the Board for approval in early April. If you have 
questions about the budget please contact me.

We have been in contact with Alliant Energy concerning the lighting in the buildings. 
Alliant is offering a program to school districts that has an outside contractor come into our 
buildings and install energy efýcient ýxtures (if needed), bulbs, ballasts, switches, photo-
eye switches, LED safety lights, and other cost saving items. The District will not have to 

pay for any of these changes ahead of time. Alliant will front the costs for these savings 
items and no out of pocket costs for the District. The District will continue to pay our 
same amount for our electrical bill and as more energy efýcient items are installed our bill 
will decrease. The savings from the bill will be how Alliant will be repaid. The repayment 
period will take 5 to 7 years or less. This appears to be a tremendous savings for the 
District, plus it will provide better lighting for our students.

The District did not have an Advisory Committee meeting since February 1st because of 
inclement weather and the Winter Athletic Banquet. We will continue working on revising 
the mission and vision statements for the District.

As a follow-up from the last newsletter thanks to all of you that have obeyed the stop arms 
that have been extended by the busses. At the MS/HS parking area, I have noticed that 
people who are dropping off students should use the aisle way between the parked cars 
(father south lot) rather than the main driveway. This change in trafýc þow would create 
less hassle for drivers and for the busses. 

Staff have been very busy working on both the Iowa Core Curriculum and making plans to 
revise curriculum so we can raise test scores and be removed from the PLAS (Persistently 
Low Achieving School) list. Great Prairie AEA (GPAEA) will assist our District in raising 
test scores by paying for two staff members to go to a workshop in Chicago in early May 
on accountability in schools. This workshop stresses that schools can have all students 
score at the 90 percentile on standardized assessment. The belief is that schools that have 
a high minority rate or a large number of student on the free or reduced lunch program can 
still score well on standardized test if there is a strong focus on achievement. This program 
was started in Milwaukee over ýfteen years ago and has shown a great deal of success if 
we follow the process given to staff at the workshops. We want our students to be ready 
for the workforce with the use of technology and being able to read and comprehend 
the expectations of the job. In addition, as a part of the E2T2 grant, GPAEA is giving to 
Cardinal MS and nine other districts in the AEA an interactive whiteboard, LCD monitor, 
a classroom set of handheld voting devices, two Kindles (electronic books), a laptop with 
webcam, a þip video camera, and two iPods. The equipment is to be used by staff that teach 
Second Chance Reading (SCR). Reading scores have not been meeting expectations in 
most middle schools in GPAEA. SCR staff will go through training to use the equipment 
this summer. We are waiting for the ITED/ITBS test results to come back. We are hoping 
that we will see an increase in those test score. 

As always if you have any questions please contact me and I will assist you with answers 
to your questions. If any group would like me to come and speak, contact me with available 
dates. I look forward to seeing many of you at spring sport or ýne arts events.

Dr. Frank Shekleton, Superintendent
Cardinal Community School District
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From the Desk of Activities Director Mr. Fetter
Now that the snow is ýnally gone we can get going with the outdoor activities. Track 
teams are on the verge of competing in their meets. There is an undeniable feel in the air 
that baseballs and softballs will be þying around soon. There is great anticipation also in 
the air as we look forward to seeing how these teams will do.

Before I completely let go of the winter sports I would like to congratulate the individual 
recipients of post season awards. In basketball the following student athletes were 
recognized:

Chelsea Aschenbrenner	 All-Conference Honorable Mention

Raymond Booth	 All-Conference Honorable Mention

Cory Campbell	 First Team All-Conference

Felisha Durþinger	 All-Conference Honorable Mention

Marcus Giltner	 Second Team All-Conference

Chelsea Greiner	 Second Team All-Conference

Matt Smith	 All-Conference Honorable Mention

In wrestling we had three team members experience post-season success.
They were:

Andrew Hemm	 District Qualiýer

Josh Fuhs	 District Qualiýer

Justin Peters	 District Qualiýer

Now back to the spring activities. Beginning April 5th the high school track teams will 
be in action pretty much twice a week until the district meet on May 14th. Junior High 
runners and jumpers will have 7 meets spread out over a four week period beginning 
April 16th. We have decent numbers on the high school teams and we are expecting a 
large numbers of kids to be on the junior high teams. 

April will also bring activities from the band and chorus groups. Saturday, April 10th is 
the IHSMA Solo/Small Ensemble Contest. The HS/MS Vocal Concert will take place on 
Thursday, April 29th. Junior High Vocal and Band Festivals are scheduled for April 22nd 
and April 27th. 

As you can see there are many opportunities to get out to the school and see our students 
perform! Please check your calendar and ours so you can come out to support the 
Cardinal students and their activities.

I have a feeling the next ýve or six weeks will zoom by and May will arrive before we 
know it. Baseball practice starts the ýrst week of May and softball will begin the week 
after. We will have some new faces on the diamonds this season. I will get into that in my 
next newsletter.

Please remember that we have three home track meets and we can always use help 
running them. Also, don’t forget to check up on the athletic website for schedules, rosters, 
pictures, video clips and more stuff about our athletic teams. The link is www.gocomets.
ihigh.com . GO COMETS!

The Star of the Team is the Team!

Carol Phillips
Cardinal Community recently lost a good friend. Carol Phillips, a 
retired nurse passed away January 13, 2010. Carol had been our school 
nurse administering to Cardinal kids for over twenty years. During that 
time she ýxed many cuts and scrapes with band-aids, a caring heart, 
and a warm spirit. The middle school students would like to thank the 
family and friends of Carol for their generous memorial given to the 
Washington DC Educational trip fund. This gesture to help Cardinal 

kids is typical of the generosity Carol showed to our students during her life as a member 
of Cardinal Community. 

SIEDA Head Start
Preschool registration for the SEIDA Head Start Cardinal Partnership will be held on April 
8th at 6:00-7:30 pm in the Elementary Gymnasium. If your child is 4 or 3 years old by 
September 15th 2010, you may be eligible.

Please bring with you: 

Å Social Security numbers of all immediate family members

Å Birth dates of all immediate family members

Å Birth certiýcate for target child

Å Income tax form for 2009

Å Health insurance/Title XIX card

Sealed Bids
Kustom Guitar Amp, needs repair work, approximately 30+ years old.
Bids must be sent to the Superintendentôs ofýce no later than 3 p.m. Friday, April 9th, 
2010. They will be opened at the April 12th school board meeting.

Mail Bids:
Attn: Kustom Guitar Amp
Cardinal School
4045 Ashland Road
Eldon, Iowa 52554

Substitutes Needed
Cardinal Comm. School District is looking for substitute cooks, teacher aides and bus 
drivers. If you are interested please go to our website at www.cardinalcomet.com and click
the óemployment opportunitiesô link. You will ýnd an application that you may download.

From the Desk of High School Student Council
We had our second blood drive of the year on February 24th. We had a lot of students 
donate this time, including 10 ýrst time donors. The blood center was very impressed with 
what such a small school can do. Our goal was 34 units and we exceeded that by 5! We 
collected 39 units of blood which will provide life sustaining transfusions for up to 117 
patients! The Cardinal High School Student Council would like to thank everyone who 
donated. Our next blood drive is May 12th, so mark your calendars! The winner of the 
backpack on wheels from the blood center was JUSTIN PETERS.
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Prom Rules and Regulations 2010
Date and Time: 

Prom:	 Saturday, April 17th

Junior clean up:	  11:30 to midnight
	 ALL JUNIORS ARE EXPECTED TO HELP IN THE CLEANUP

After prom:	 In MS gym and cafeteria
	 Midnight-?? 

Prom Tickets
All juniors and seniors in good standing academically, behaviorally, and attendance-wise are eligible for prom. They must sign up and 
get a ticket in the ofýce to be admitted to prom. Freshman, sophomores and dates from other schools must complete the prom guest 
registration form and be approved by Mrs. Swanson or Mr. Campbell prior to receiving a prom ticket. The tickets must be presented to 
the prom chaperones prior to entering the dance.

Prom Guest Guidelines
You may bring a student from another school, a person under 20 years of age, or a CHS freshman or sophomore. The guest registration 
form must be completed and approved by Mrs. Swanson or Mr. Campbell.

Prom Attire
Boys must wear a suit, dress pants and a coat and tie, or a tuxedo appropriate for a formal occasion.

Girls must wear a formal or semi-formal dress. No dress, which is too low cut in the chest, back and side areas, and exposes the waist 
or midriff, will be acceptable. Exceptions may be made for the 2008 prom due to late notiýcation, but attire that is too revealing will 
not be allowed. It is a formal school dance.

Tennis shoes or Flip Flops are not considered formal dress and may not be worn. Following Grand March, more comfortable shoes 
may be worn. No hats or head gear will be allowed. 

Chaperones and administration will have the ýnal say on the appropriateness of your attire. If you are in doubt as to whether an item of 
clothing will be allowed, do not wear it. This is a FORMAL EVENT. If you have any questions give Mrs. Swanson or Mr. Campbell a 
call at (641) 652-7531.

Valet Parking
All students attending the prom will use valet parking at the south end of the high school in the front of the building. Students should 
arrive for the Grand March by 7:30 p.m. All students who plan on attending the prom need to arrive for the event by 8:30 p.m. No one 
will be allowed to enter after 8:30 p.m. unless prior arrangements have been made with the administration. 

Grand March Guidelines
All students participating in the Grand March need to be here by 7:30 p.m. Those attending will be issued a number for their order in 
the march. At approximately 7:40 p.m., the Grand March will start. Prom Court will be introduced last in the procession. Coronation 
will immediately follow the Grand March.

Admission to Grand March
Each junior and senior will be given four (4) tickets to give to family members for admission to the Grand March. All other people 
must pay $1.00 for admission to the Grand March. All proceeds will go to the junior class.

Spectator Guidelines for the Grand March
All juniors and seniors will be given four (4) tickets to the event for their family members and friends. Anyone who does not have 
a ticket can purchase a ticket at the door for $1.00. Visitors for the Grand March must park in the back parking lot west of the 
gymnasium. Visitors will be seated from 7:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. No one will be allowed to enter after the Grand March begins. 
Spectators are asked to leave immediately following the announcement of the King and Queen. Please remember, that this is a formal 
event and your assistance in making this a positive memory for our students is greatly appreciated.

Open Enrollment
(Deadline for the 2010-2011 school year 
is March 1, 2010 for 1st through 12th 
grade and September 1, 2010 for incoming 
Kindergartners)

Parents/guardians considering the use of 
the open enrollment option to enroll their 
child(ren) into another public school district 
in the state of Iowa should be aware of the 
following dates:

March 1, 2010 will be the last date for 
regular open enrollment requests for the 
2010-2011 school year unless the reason for 
late ýling qualiýes for ñgood causeò. ñGood 
cause” means a change in the status of a 
child’s resident district for any of the reasons 
listed below.

Reason:

Å	Family moved to a new district of residence

Å	Change in the marital status of the studentôs 
parents

Å	Placement of the student into foster care 
resulting in new resident district

Å	Adoption resulting in new resident district

Å	Participation in a foreign exchange program

Å	Participation in a substance abuse or mental 
health treatment program resulting in new 
resident district

Å	Failure of negotiations for reorganization or 
rejection of proposed reorganization plan

Å	Loss of accreditation of revocation of a 
charter school contract*

Å	Severe health and/or pervasive 
harassment**

On or before September 1, 2010 for 
kindergarten students for the 2010-2011 
school year. Parents should be aware that 
open enrollment may result in the loss of 
athletic eligibility. For further details, contact 
Sherry VanBlaricom in the Superintendent’s 
ofýce at 641-652-7531 or 641-937-5266.



From the Central Ofýce: How to Address Your Concerns

Step #3

Talk with the Superintendent of Schools.

Sometimes all the best intentions can’t solve a problem. 
When you believe you’ve taken the problem to the next 
level but still haven’t achieved a satisfactory outcome, the superintendent of schools is 
the next place to go.

Part of the Superintendent’s job requires attendance at area-wide meetings outside the 
district. As a consequence, a meeting with the Superintendent will probably require some 
advance planning.

Step #4

Contact your school board members after other means have been 
tried.

School board members are elected to represent the interest of all parents and district 
residents; therefore, you should always feel free to tell them your point of view.

School board members do not, however, have direct authority in day-to-day operations.

All authority is the result of ofýcial actions by a majority of the board at meetings open 
to the public.

The board’s primary responsibility is to make policies that guide the school district. Any 
change in policy requires two readings at two separate public meetings; a procedure that 
often takes two or more months.

Some policy changes may require substantial public input and consultation with the 
school district’s attorney. These requirements often increase the time required for the 
board to make a response. So, when should a board member be contacted and what can 
they do?

When to Contact a Board Member:

Å	 After other means to solve a problem have been tried.
Å	 When a policy is being enforced but you believe it results in bad consequences.
Å	 When you believe a policy isnôt being enforced.
Å	 When policies or procedures are not enforced fairly for all.

A board member may take one or all of the following actions:

Å	 Informally discuss the issue with the superintendent or other administrators to
	 consider whether policies or rules would be changed.
Å 	 Request that the board review the speciýc policies that relate to the situation.
Å 	 Propose new policies for the boardôs consideration.

Unfairness, misunderstanding, hurt feelings, and conþicts are experiences common to us 
all. When children experience these problems at school it causes difýculty not only for 
the children, but also for parents, and school staff. How to successfully solve
problems at school is what this guide is all about.

The following information outline the proper steps to take when you have a concern. No 
matter what the problem is, take your concern there ýrst. Whether in the classroom, on 
the bus, or on the practice ýeld, the quickest and easiest solution is usually found with the 
staff member most directly involved. For more information, please contact the Central 
Ofýce at (641) 652-7531, ext 201.

Steps to take when you have a concern
within the Cardinal School System

Step #1

Take your concern to the person closest to the problem.

No matter what the problem is, take your concern there ýrst. Whether in the classroom, 
on the bus, or on the practice ýeld, the quickest and easiest solution is usually found with 
the staff member most directly involved.

It’s best if you take time to talk with the school personnel regularly, before problems are 
encountered. Know who your children’s teachers are and how they can be contacted. Tell 
them when things are going well and communicate any concerns you have quickly and 
openly.

If you call for an appointment to see your child’s teachers, why not let them know in 
advance the general nature of your concern? This gives them the opportunity to ask other 
staff members for information that might relate to your problem or concern. If a personal 
visit isn’t possible, why not call to state the problem, and during the conversation, offer 
to call back at a time you both can discuss the situation more in detail.

The concern you or your child faces may be the result of an oversight or a 
misunderstanding that can easily be corrected once brought to the attention of the staff 
member most directly involved.

Give them a chance to tackle the problem ýrst.

Step #2

Present your concern to the next level.

The principal at each building is responsible for supervision of staff within that particular 
building. The director of transportation supervises all school bus drivers. Each one is 
an example of the next level of school personnel you should contact if the staff member 
closest to the problem hasnôt been able to satisfactorily resolve the difýculty.

Their ability to help will be improved if you share the steps you’ve already taken with 
the staff member closest to the problem. Take time to openly share with them the reasons 
why you feel uncomfortable dealing directly with the person who is closest to the 
situation.

Supervisory personnel will rarely have access to the information they need to be of 
immediate assistance and working through them will often require additional time.
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Next Regular Scheduled School Board Meeting April 12th, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.

Board Members

Mike Kayser, President............................................................................ Term Expires 2013

Fred Thomas, Vice-President................................................................... Term Expires 2011

Mary Campbell........................................................................................ Term Expires 2011

Carol Streeby........................................................................................... Term Expires 2011

Todd Hart................................................................................................. Term Expires 2013

Dr. Frank Shekleton, Superintendent

Tina Snyder, Business Manager/Board Secretary

Cardinal Community School District Board of Education 
Intent to Address the Board

Name	 _____________________________________________________________

Address	 _____________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________

Phone	 ( __________ )_ _______________________________________________

I wish to address the Board about the following:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

I understand that my comments will be limited to three(3) minutes per Board Policy:
Code No.213.1R1 unless the Board votes to extend the limit.

You are Welcome to Attend

We appreciate your interest in our school district and welcome your presence at our school 
board meetings. All regular and special meetings are open to the public. The school board 
represents one of the earliest cornerstones of our democratic society. We look forward to 
your involvement, whether to observe or participate.

If You Would Like to Be On the Agenda

Individuals or groups who wish to place an item on the agenda should do so by contacting 
Board Secretary Tina Snyder at 641-652-7531, ext. 207.

Requests should include name, address, phone number, organization represented, purpose 
of the presentation and pertinent background information. To be included on a Monday 
night agenda, request must reach the secretary by noon on the previous Wednesday. See 
the form included with this information.

When You Address the Board

Please stand and state your name, address, and the organization you represent. The school 
board secretary, Tina Snyder, also appreciates receiving a printed copy of the remarks or 
materials you present.

If You Have a Questions About the Schools

Citizens with questions about the operation of the schools are encouraged to ýrst contact 
the teacher or staff member closest to the situation. The next step is to communicate with 
the building administrator. Then, if necessary, concerns can be brought to the attention of 
the superintendent. Thereafter, the board may address unresolved concerns.

Board Members Serve You

Members of the board are elected for four-year terms. They receive no pay for their 
services. Your board has complete and ýnal control over local school matters within limits 
set by laws and regulations. The board is a policy-making body whose decisions are 
carried out by school administrators. The board functions as a whole, and its authority lies 
within the will of its majority. No board member has the power to act independently.

Regular Meetings

There shall be one regular meeting each month held in the Cardinal High School Library. 
Special meetings may be called to conduct business, which cannot be deferred until the 
next regular session. For your convenience, a sign-in sheet and copies of the meeting 
agenda are available at the door of the board meeting room.

Formal action on an agenda item demands that a quorum (at least four members) be 
present. 

Prior to each meeting, the agenda is delivered to board members, administrators, 
employees’ associations, and area mass media.

Ofýcial action can be taken only in open session. However, with appropriate public notice, 
executive (closed) sessions may be conducted to allow the board to consider matters listed 
in Iowa law. Conýdential or personnel matters, negotiations, strategy current or imminent 
lawsuits, and some real estate purchases are among the items, which may be discussed in 
executive sessions.
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Cardinal Elementary/Computer/Library News
Submitted by Cassandra Bloomquist

It has been a long time coming, but spring has ýnally arrived. One of the best 
things that have happened so far this spring was having one of the most successful 
book fairs we have ever had at the elementary. It was held during the ýrst week 
of March along with our school conferences and Grandparents Day. The 
weather cooperated with us and we had a large turnout of grandparents and 
parents attending both days. I would like to thank everyone that purchased 
books. Each book that gets purchased immediately puts one in the hands of 
a student who can then read it as soon as possible, but it also enables us to 
build up dollars that helps us purchase even more books for our elementary library 
and classrooms from Scholastic. Everyone gets to share those books.

Also I want to thank a few anonymous donors that we have each year. These people unselýshly just donate money to 
help us purchase books. Last, but not least, (I know this is getting as long as the Academy Awards Ceremony) I want to 
thank everyone that comes and volunteers each time to help-- from teachers, to community members and especially the 
PTO members who tirelessly volunteer their time. Without these people helping it would be very hard to have such a 
successful book fair. 

Art News	 Submitted by Tina Denly

I would like to thank all of you that visited with me at parent teacher conferences. It was nice to hear that you enjoyed 
looking at your student’s progress with the use of their computer. Remember that if you have a student signed up for the 
second semester or have had a middle school student change classes they will be photographing their artwork each day.

Elementary students K-2nd grade have just completed a weaving unit. 3rd grade students are experiencing the medium 
of oil pastels. 4th grade students are creating an animal drawing in colored pencil, while the 5th grade students are 
working hard on their clay mask.

Several high school students are getting ready for the conference art show held at the Iowa Wesleyan College in Mt. 
Pleasant, Iowa. They will be attending workshops on March 30th. Artwork will be displayed at the gallery March 29th – 
April 2nd. Good luck to all our students that entered work.

I also would like to wish Vanessa Clark good luck in entering in the 2010 Junior Duck Stamp contest. She will be 
sending an oil pastel drawing. Best of Luck Vanessa!

TAG	 Submitted by Darren Hill, TAG Teacher 

The elementary pull out TAG students have ýnished up with their vacation projects. Some have presented their project 
to the rest of their classmates, with those that have not, doing so in the next couple of weeks. During whole class TAG, 
we have been working on math skills with the K - 2nd graders, and the 3rd - 6th graders are working on learning the 
states and their capitals. They have also been doing assignments on the computers and are ýnding information about 
the states, such as: when became a state, capital, state motto, state bird, tree, and þower. They also needed to ýnd out 3 
interesting facts and tourist attractions. They presented their ýndings to the rest of their class, and will now be on round 
two in order to cover the rest of the states. When ýnished, they will be doing a timed exercise at the big map in front of 
their room. This entails the student to see how many states and / or capitals they can in one minutes.

The middle school pull out students are beginning a new topic this week. They watched a 12 minute video on the “Last 
Lecture”. It is based on a speech given by Randy Pausch at Carnigie Mellon University. Randy was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer and had a few months to live, so he talked about things that had impacts on his life. The students will 
now use the information that we have discussed in class, and will be coming up with their last lecture. They will make 
a key note presentation, and we will compress this into a podcast that they will give to the rest of the TAG class. I am in 
the process of collecting their projects so that I have copies on ýle. If you are interested in having an assignment sent to 
you, please let me know and I will send it to you in an email.

From the Desk of Elementary
School Principal Kerry Phillips
April has arrived and brought some days of very beautiful 
weather along with it.  The students are enjoying getting 
to have outdoor recess on a regular basis once again.  
Everyone really needed some warm, sunny days to melt 
away the winter blues.

Preschool and Kindergarten Round-up will be held on 
Thursday, April 8, 2010, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in 
the elementary gymnasium.   A free meal will be served 
at 6:00 p.m.  Immediately following the meal, daycare 
will be offered in the main building free of charge.  Those 
with students who are planning to attend three-year-
old preschool, four-year-old preschool, or kindergarten 
during the 2010-2011 school year need to attend.  There 
are limited spots available in the three and four-year-old 
preschool classrooms.  Those signing up for preschool, 
please notice the newsletter entry from SIEDA Head 
Start.  That entry lists everything you will need to enroll 
students in the preschool programs.  If you are registering 
for kindergarten, you will need an up to date immunization 
card, birth certiýcate, and records of a dental screening, 
lead poison screening, physical, and vision screening.    We 
will also have open enrollment papers available to those 
parents of students who attended preschool at Cardinal but 
are not residents of our district.  If you are not a Cardinal 
Community School District resident and would like your 
student to continue in kindergarten with their current 
classmates and friends, you will need to open enroll to our 
school district.  Staff will be present to answer questions or 
assist you with open enrollment the evening of April 8th.  
Some transition activities are planned for the three and four-
year-old preschool students.  Details will be shared during 
round-up.

Thank you for attending parent-teacher conferences.  It is 
very helpful for teachers to meet with parents to discuss the 
educational progress of students.  There is great beneýt to 
working together with parents for what is best for students.  
Please do not hesitate to make an appointment to see 
your student’s teacher if you ever have any questions or 
concerns.

The end of the school year is racing toward us.  This year 
has been busy and productive.  Teachers and students have 
worked very hard to squeeze in all the learning possible.  
The ýfth grade classrooms are right across from my ofýce.  
On a daily basis I see those classes working right up to 
dismissal to buses.  I am sure the same thing is going on in 
other classrooms.  The staff of Cardinal Elementary thank 
you for trusting us with the education of your student. 

Kids Come First at Cardinal Elementary!
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Vocal Music News

Elementary

Jonas Brothers, Hannah Montana, Miranda Cosgrove - are 
these names that you hear your students talking about? Well, 
believe it or not, they are learning some great songs by these 
singers of today. Plus there is alot to learn about rhythm, note 
reading, expression, note values, etc. in these songs. They are 
also songs that you will hear at our spring concert on Monday, 
APRIL 12th. The concert has been rescheduled due to all the 
snow days.

Elementary Concert: rescheduled to April 12. Grades 1 & 2 - 6:30 pm; Grades 3-4-5 7:15 
(or immediately following the other concert).

Middle & High School Music

The middle school & high school singers had a great time seeing Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat in Rock Island. We would like to especially thank Frank Woollums 
and Butch Kent for volunteering to drive the bus and thanks to our adult chaperones for 
joining us. The students were wonderfully behaved and represented themselves and our 
school exceptionally well. The workshops were fun and interactive with lots of student 
participation. My favorite was the breathing workshop. Ahhhhh.....

Cafe Musicale is coming up on March 30th at 7 pm. We invited everyone to come out to 
support the students of Cardinal as they perform.

On March 16, several high school singers participated in the concert vocal festival at 
Winýeld-Mt. Union: Kendra Fults, Rachel Georing, Sarah Bennett, Vanessa Clark, Morgan 
Benson, Maggie Pauls, Raymond Booth, Robert McLaughlin, Damon McFarland, Michael 
Ludwig, Austin Cassat. These students sang some very challenging pieces and joined 
together in an evening concert.

Mrs. Youngblut’s Second
Graders Are Bloggers!
Eighth grade students from Mrs. Fetter’s class came and helped us set up our blogs. They 
helped us arrange the backgrounds the way we wanted them. They also helped us make a 
picture to go on our blog. We went to a website and created our “wild self”.

We will be using the blogs for a variety of things. We will be writing our thoughts about 
books, what we have been doing and learning in school, and many other things. We hope 
you will read our blogs and comment on our writing. You can ýnd our blogs at http://
classblogmeister.com/blog.php?blogger_id=303741&blog_id=&listclass=34487.

Thank you Mrs. Fetter and 8th grade students! It would have taken us a long time to get 
everything set up if we hadn’t had your help!

Ag Day
The Cardinal FFA will be hosting their annual Elementary Ag Day on April 9th, from 9am 
to 2pm. The day is geared toward introducing the elementary students to as many facets 
of Agriculture as possible. This year the students will have the opportunity to see various 
tractors, farm equipment pieces, and farm animals, ranging from horses to rabbits to goats. 
The elementary classes will also be participating in presentations including a dog agility 
course, the Soil & Water Conservation District, and Corn Biofuel.
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Preschool News
Spring has ýnally arrived and brought 
a variety of activities to preschool. 
Kindergarten and Preschool Round-Up will 
be held April 8. A meal will be served. If you 
haven’t registered please contact the school 
right away. Kindergarten visit days will be 
May 3 and 10. Ag Day will be held April 9. 

A big thanks goes out to all the parents 
who attended conferences and all 
the grandparents who visited during 
Grandparent’s Day. The students are excited 
to show off their school and their abilities to 
those who mean the most to them.

Photos:

1.	 Hailee wears the crown she just made 
with bendy sticks 

2.	 Eile gets the zoo animals all
	 penned together

3.	 Elizabeth and her grandpa share a story

4.	 Madison poses with her lego structure

5.	 Savanah shows off her ýfties style

6.	 Chenandoa and her mom attended 
conferences together

7.	 Lane and Scooter try their hand
	 at the lego table 

8.	 Layne is our most recent zookeeper

9.	 Victoria share a moment with her 
grandma and her brother

10.	 Archer, Mrs. Kern, and DayLynn 
practice their Fonzie imitation

11.	 Makayla and Curtis play
	 at the dollhouse

12.	 Brenton and Daniel discuss
	 building styles

13.	 Three generation of Drake’s family
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A Tribute to Dr. Seuss
Read Across America is a celebration of reading and the birthday of the beloved children’s 
author Dr. Seuss. Mrs. Youngblut’s second grade class celebrated the day by dressing 
as favorite Dr. Seuss characters and performing “A Tribute to Dr. Seuss”. Mrs. Backlin 
and Mrs. Johnson, along with their classes, were invited to the show as well as parents, 
grandparents, and siblings.

Using Skype, the students had a video conference with Mrs. Maureen Swenson’s second 
grade class from Oregon, Wisconsin. Mrs. Youngblut’s class performed “A Tribute to Dr. 
Seuss”. Mrs. Swenson’s class performed choral readings of Green Eggs and Ham and 
Marvin K. Mooney, Will You Please Go Now!

The class was also treated to special readers throughout the week. Mrs. Mary Campbell, 
School Board Member, visited the class and read Daisy-Head Mayzie to them. She stayed 
to see how the video conference went with Mrs. Swenson’s class too. Dr. Frank Shekleton, 
Cardinal Superintendent, spent time with the class and read one of his favorite books, 
Green Eggs and Ham. Mr. Kerry Phillips, Elementary Principal, read the book The Tooth 
Book and donated the book to the class when he was ýnished. He also visited the class 
during the video conference with Mrs. Swenson’s class.

Grandparents Day/Reading Cafe
in Mrs. Youngblut’s Class
Grandparents had the opportunity to visit Cardinal Elementary on March 2 and 
March 4. The second grade students in Mrs. Youngblut’s class had a special treat for 
their grandparents. A Dr. Seuss-themed Reading Cafe was set up in their classroom. 
Grandparents were met at the door by hosts and hostesses. They were then taken to their 
table by their grandchild. They were given a menu with choices of Dr. Seuss books for their 
appetizers, main courses, and desserts. The orders were taken to the “cooks”. Students then 
read the books to their grandparents.

Thank You!
The PTO would like to thank all the Grandparents and Parents that participated in 
Grandparents Day and the Book Fair. All that attended enjoyed the time spent with the 
children within the classroom, as well as the children enjoyed showing off their work to 
their Grandparents/ Parents.

PTO would also like to thank all that participated in the Carnival: businesses, teachers, 
students and volunteers. A list will follow in the next newsletter to the particular business, 
teachers, students, and volunteers that made the Carnival a success.

PTO is also looking into having swim lessons this summer but will need chaperons for this. 
If anyone is interested please call one of the Board Members.


